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Summary

Buddhism preaches as follows: The world is composed of finite beings and an infinite
being. Finite beings are expressions or appearances of an infinite being. The former
beings are determinate, changing, and temporal. The latter being is indeterminate,
unchanging, and eternal. Buddhism aims at awakening to an infinite being. We attain a
state of spiritual peace (Nirvana) by this awakening (called Satori in Japanese). Satori
brings us a happy life beyond pain.

Buddhism is a path to acquire everlasting happiness.

Buddhism also accepts mental beings and physical beings. Further,
Buddhism thinks that the world that is external to us (the phenomenal world)
is influenced by our cognitive ability; that is, it is not the thing in itself (Ding
an sich) used by Kant. Based on this viewpoint, the consciousness-only theory
of Buddhism says that the phenomenal world is the product of self’s mind.
Therefore, it neither negates the external world as the object in itself, nor
denies other selves.
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